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born infant. This compares with a rate of 164 for women in the age group 25-29. How
ever, among married women, teen-age mothers have consistently had the highest fertility, 
with about one out of two bearing a child in 1966, while more than one out of every four 
married women in their early 20s had a child as compared with about one in five women in 
their late 20s. 

8—Age-Specific Fertility Bates per 1,000 Women, by Age Group, 1911-66 
(Exclusive of Newlound)and for all years and the Yukon and Northwest Territories for 1941) 
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140.9 
136.0 
121.0 
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MARIUED WOMEN 

453.1 
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263.2 
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168.3 
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161.4 
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133.0 
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100.6 
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83.1 
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2.3 
2.0 

Age of Parents.—Age of parents is an important variable in any analysis of birth 
statistics. The distribution of legitimate and illegitimate live births by ago of the parents 
is given in Table 9. 

Over 8 p.c. of the legitimate children born in 1965 were born to mothers under 20 
years of age, in almost two fifths of the births the mother was under 25 years, and in over 
two thirds, under 30 years; in over one fifth of the births the father was under 25 years of 
age, and in over one half of all births the father was under 30 years. On the other hand, 
almost two fifths of the illegitimate infants were born to mothers under 20 years of age 
and almost an additional 36 p.c. to mothers under 25 years. The average age of all the 
married mothers to whom a child was born in 1965 was 27.8, and of the fathers 31.0 years; 
ten years ago, the average ages of the parents were 28.4 and 31.8, and thirty years ago 29.2 
and 33.7, respectively. 

The median age of unmarried mothers who bore a live-born child in 1965 was 21.1; 
that is, half of the mothers of the 27,305 'illegitimate' children delivered in 1965 were under 
21.2 years of age. 


